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Aside from learning how to raise guppies to their fullest genetic potential, selecting the very best breeders from each generation is the 
most important aspect of raising fancy guppies. In selecting breeders we are using genetic selection pressures to produce the superior 
quality show fish. Successful breeders know their strains well and know which fish will produce the best offspring. Proper selection of 
breeders can improve any strain in just a few generations if we use the genetics and statistics to our advantage. Some general rules can 
be helpful in selecting breeders in most color varieties. I use almost the same selection criteria in all strains. 


1. Selection of the male breeders. When starting with a tank of 20 to 40 males I will usually cull 30 to 50 percent. First I eliminate any 
that are smaller than their tank mates, no matter how nice they may be. This gets the lesser quality fish out of the way so you can 
concentrate on the remaining fish in the tank. Next, identify and cull fish with finnage deficiencies, obvious color faults or deformities. 
This should leave you with less than 20 fish. From this lot I will usually select the largest four or five fish with the best deportment and 
finnage and put them in a 2 1/2 gallon tank overnight. Allowing them to stay in the tank overnight will bring out many glaring 
differences in the fish that were not evident in the larger tank with the other males. From this group I then select one of the largest 
males and another with the best color. Each male is placed in a 2 1/2 gallon tank with 2 or 3 females. 


2. Selection of the female breeders. I rarely keep virgin females. I will select tank bred females and allow them to drop once in the 
breeding tank before rearing the babies. The following brood is always sired by the new male unless he is infertile. In selecting females, 
I choose them on body size and shape. I select the largest females with thick bodies and thick caudal peduncles. I prefer short chunky 
females over long narrow females. The body size of the females does not always correlate well with the body size of her male offspring, 
but a thick peduncle in the female will produce male offspring with enough body strength to carry their large caudal fin. 


If possible, I do not breed females to their siblings. I will usually breed them to cousins or half-brothers. I will only keep one or two 
batches of fry from each female. This allows me to breed each male to four to six females, greatly increasing the odds that I will find 
the one female in the group that produces superior male offspring. 


Learning to select the very best breeders is probably the most difficult aspect of cultivating superior quality show guppies. It is 
sometimes helpful to have another breeder over to help with the selection process. Often when you look at the same fish everyday, you 
may become enamored with them and fail to see some of the faults that someone else will readily notice. By attending IFGA shows you 
can compare the quality of your stock with that of the fish on the bench. If you are at all honest with yourself, this will usually result in 
a good culling session. 
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